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Thanks you very much Bill and thanks also to all our speakers and performers this 

evening – it has really given an insight into what we are doing with the SWING story. 

 

Above all of course thank you to the Mayor for kindly hosting our event this evening. 

The SWING project was conceived in the Autumn of 2022 so it has taken us almost 

two and a half years to get to this point. Over this time a lot of hard work has been put 

in by a number of historians and creatives – we are grateful to all of them for their 

contributions. But with this evening’s event I feel that we have really got lift off to 

spread our wings across the  Winchester district and the county at large and  also to 

start focusing on what we hope will be spectacular events in terms of exhibition and 

performance in the Bicentenary year of 2030. 

 

The SWING story  is of course historically very significant. But it is more than that – 

perhaps it could best be described as a modern parable of how society deals with 

transformational change, how the powerful address the powerless and how the 

intoxication of violence can disrupt and distort dialogue over solutions. They also raise 

the question of ‘causes’ - would the SWING riots have spread in the way they did 

without the myth of Captain Swing as its architect -and the keyboard warriors – many 

of them women - who wrote the Swing letters.  Above all though the riots ask 

questions about the role of the state and the rule of law. 

 

So to finish I should like to read you an account of the final stage of a trial. 

The judge told the court that a recent Appeal Court judgment had re-emphasised that 

sentences for violent disorder should reflect the overall context of the widespread 

disorder and not just the individual actions of the defendant.He said that the accused 

was a “prominent participant” in a crowd “intent on mob rule”. 



The judge said: “That will never be tolerated in this country”.  

He added: “This had nothing whatsoever to do with legitimate public protest. It was a 

desire to participate in mob rule and commit serious criminal offences in the process.” 

Was that in 1830? Or was it after the August Riots of last year? 

Whatever your view it shows that SWING is with us still. 

 

Thank you and I hope you enjoy the rest of the evening. May rich action come of it. 

 


